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King Lear: Synopsis

is ti ; ' e driven him mad. He 1s
But by this time Lear’s sufferings have
led to a plzce of safety by the old Earl of Gloucester, anc} for somf::1
rime withdraws from the action. Gloucester, }}oyvever, is arreste
and charged, on the evidence of his son, with aiding and’abetting a

' ' ' tears out
encowale o7 prnst 1 oown traitor—King Lear, The D‘L@_ﬁf_gﬂrlﬂu—r-ﬁg
__Gloucester’s eyes, and the blind old man, expelled from his castze,
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of ‘Poor Tom’—who is actu of course, the
= whom Gloucester had once rejected and

servants who was outraged by his cruelty. .
_ear’s-eldae shters have both fallen-in love with. g
and are jealous of each other. *‘a*Wi_ Wpadr-Gonerl
‘has begun to despise her husband, "'*Albar}y, who 18 homﬁ_ by 'the *
way that the two sisters-have treated their father. Cordel:a arrives
in England and finds her father. She asks for the Doctor S help to
cure his madness, and prepares to do battle with the armies of her

sisters. P‘e“"“:/ S0
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his suicide attempt; he then saves his father’s life for a second tme

when Goneril’s messenger, ald, carr

45", . =5 to Edmund, recognizes Gloucester anc
" earns that Goneril wants Edmund to kill her husband so

‘and Edmund can be married. Edgar gives the letter to Alban

Edgar leads his father in the direction of Dover, but frustrates
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~ar recovers from his madness sufficiently to recognize

ordelia, but their joy at their reunion is shortlived. The battle 1s
fought between the invading French forces (who are fighting for
the rights of Cordelia and her father) and the English armies,

defending the kingdom of Goneril and Regan. The French army 1s

ex defeated; Cordelia and Lear are taken to prison. Edmund
) arranges for Cordelia to be murdered. ¢
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ife, but it is too late: she was hanged on the ins

given earlier. Lear carries in the bo
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