
 

 

Realistic Fiction: Comprehension Practice 2 

Read this extract from ’The Secret Garden’ by Frances 

Hodgson Burnett and answer the questions. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Number the events below from 1 to 6, in the order that they 

happen. 

Mary gets up.                                                                6 

Mary thinks she hears a sound.                         3 

Mary is finding it hard to get to sleep.                 2 

Mary decides she has to know what the noise is.       5 

Mary wonders what the noise is.                        4 

Mary is in bed.                                           1 

 

2) Look at lines 4–5. What letter does the apostrophe ( ’ ) 

replace? 

The letter ‘O’ 



 

 

3) Give one phrase that tells you that Mary is having trouble 

sleeping? 

turning from side to side 

4) Give one quotation that tells you that this is not the first time 

Mary has noticed the sound. 

“It is the crying I heard before.” 

5) Look at line 6. Give one word that means ‘a little bit open’. 

ajar 

Now read the next part of the story, and answer the questions. 

 

 
 



 

 

6) Look at lines 10–14. 

(a)  Give one word that means ‘not bright’. dim 

(b) The text tells you that Mary was excited (line 11). Give another    

phrase from the text that tells you this. 

Her heart beating so loud 

(c) What led Mary to the boy’s room? 

The crying sound 

7) Give an irregular past tense verb from line 15. Write the present 

tense of the verb.  

Irregular past tense verb: stood – could - was 

Present tense: stand – can - is 

8) (Lines 15–16) 

Look at this sentence: ‘She stood in a corridor and could hear the 

crying quite plainly, though it was not loud.’ 

(a) Give two examples of pronouns from the sentence above.  

she , it 



 

 

  

(b) What type of word is crying in the sentence above?  

Circle the correct answer 

a. an adjective          b. a noun       c. an adverb        d. a preposition 

 (c) Give one word from the quote above which means ‘clearly’.  

plainly 

9) What does the use of an exclamation mark (line 19) tell us about 

how Mary is feeling? 

excited / brave / proud of herself / delighted 

10) Give one powerful adjective from line 20. 

ancient 

11) What genre do you think this story is? Circle the correct answer 

a. informational text 

b. non-fiction  

c. instructional text 

d. real life story  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 


