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Q1: 
Why: “Slips” suggests quiet, smooth movement, showing stealth.
Q2: 
Why: Commas break the description into smaller parts to give detail.
Q3: 
Why: Hector asks directly, “You hated it, didn’t you?” Instead of answering, the man says, “It is a pleasure to see you too, Hector.” → This shows he dodges the question and doesn’t comment on whether he enjoyed the performance.
· His words also hint that Hector should have greeted him first. By saying “It is a pleasure to see you too,” he’s subtly reminding Hector that a polite welcome was expected → so the reader understands he expects better manners.
Q4:
Why: Both moments show magical power (door opening earlier, now moving objects). He moves objects with magic / without touching them. 
Q5: 
Why: Earlier, Hector guessed: “You hated it, didn’t you? … You despised every minute, I can tell.” The man’s reply (“I found your performance curious … You were lacking in precision”) matches Hector’s suspicion. This shows Hector was right: the man wasn’t impressed, so the statement confirms Hector’s expectation.
Q6 (a): 
Why: Hector calls other performers “magicians,” but he doesn’t see them as true ones. By stressing the word, he mocks their tricks (machines and contraptions) and sets himself apart as genuine.
· Q6 (b): 
Why: The metaphor compares fake magicians to “fish covered in feathers trying to convince the public they can fly,” while he is “a bird in their midst.”
· This shows he believes: Audiences can’t tell the difference at first glance. But in reality, he has true magical ability, unlike the others who just pretend.
The phrase “a fish covered in feathers trying to convince the public it can fly” is a metaphorical or figurative way of describing a situation where someone is pretending to be something they are not or trying to convince others they have abilities they clearly do not possess.
“A bird in their midst” means someone unique or different among a group, standing out due to talent, behavior, or perspective. It highlights a person who is unusual or special compared to those around them. The only real one/ truly talented in a groups of fakes. 
Q7: 
Why: “Perplexing” means confusing. The man in grey is puzzled because the audience clapped loudly even though Hector’s performance was not precise. This shows he thinks the audience’s reaction was too positive compared to the actual quality.
Q8: 
Why: The focus now moves from a past performance/arguing about the magic show to the purpose of the meeting.
Q9: 
Why: The exclamation mark after “I do, indeed!” shows Hector’s tone is lively and full of energy. It signals his excitement about his idea/proposition, not calm or neutral speech.
Q10: 
Why: First sentence: describes Celia’s neat appearance. Second sentence: develops that image further with a simile (“perfect as a shop-fresh doll”).
Without the first, the second wouldn’t make sense, because it relies on the girl’s description.
Q11: 
Why: The text shows both sides: Hector calls her “dearest” and proudly asks her to demonstrate → signs of affection and belief in her. But he also pressures her, ignores her protests, and is stern → signs of strictness and control.
So, depending on evidence chosen, both answers are acceptable if supported.
Q12 (a): Why:
· A “furrowed brow” shows concentration and effort → she is working hard to use her powers.
Q12 (b): Why:
· At first, the man calls her magic “basic.”
· But when she repairs the broken watch, he says, “Now that is a bit more impressive.” → showing her skill truly impresses him.


Q13(a): 
Why:
· At first, the man calls her magic “basic.”
· But when she repairs the broken watch, he says, “Now that is a bit more impressive.” → showing her skill truly impresses him.
Q13 (b): 
Why:
· Hector’s actions can be read both ways.
· On one hand, he tries to impress and show respect.
· On the other hand, his careless attitude suggests he doesn’t care much.
· Students earn marks as long as they argue clearly with evidence.



