Q1 (a–c)
1(a) Simile about the Marquis (lines 4–9)
· Mark scheme: He could be dangerous.
· Text: “De Carabas grinned to himself like a hungry panther sighting a lost peasant child.”
· Why: A panther is a predator; “lost child” = vulnerable prey. The comparison suggests threat/danger.
· A peasant child is the offspring of a peasant, which refers to a person who works as a small farmer or agricultural laborer in a rural area, often with a low social status, little property, and little education.
· Predator has two meanings: an animal that naturally preys on others- an animal that hunts, kills, and eats other animals./ a person who looks for other people in order to use, control, or harm them in some way. 

1(b) Function and effect of the semi-colon
· Mark scheme:
· Function → to join two sentences/clauses.
· Effect → to show that there was one uninterrupted action.
· Text: “…he pushed into a manhole cover at the edge of the alley and twisted. The manhole cover came up, easily; the Marquis put away the metal object, and took something out…”
· Why: The semi-colon links two closely related actions (lifting cover and taking out the flare) → continuous flow.

1(c) Meaning of erupted
· Mark scheme: Flame appeared suddenly/violently/explosively.
· Text: “…the far end erupted into scarlet flame.”
· Why: Eruption = sudden burst, not gradual.


Q2 (a–b)
2(a) Marquis’s unfriendly speech (lines 10–16)
· Mark scheme examples:
· He uses negative sentences → “Certainly not. You don’t ask any questions. You don’t get any answers.”
· He gives orders → “Move.”
· Text evidence: Dialogue shows short, blunt commands and refusals.
· Why: Aggressive tone, dismissive (feeling or showing that something is unworthy of consideration) , no politeness.
· two explanations and two relevant quotations that support each explanation.

2(b) Why repeat move?
· Mark scheme: To show Richard obeys the Marquis
· Text: Marquis says “Move.” → Richard “moved, clambering down…”
· Why: The repetition shows the power imbalance — Richard instantly follows.


Q3 (a–b)
3(a) Contrast in behaviour (lines 17–25)
· Mark scheme:
· Marquis → nonchalantly(in a casually calm and relaxed manner) / uncaring / strode (walk with long, decisive steps in a specified direction).
· Richard → nervously / worried / hesitated / stumbled.
· Text: “Richard walked nervously… De Carabas strode on ahead, nonchalantly, apparently uncaring…”
Why: Marquis is confident; Richard is anxious.


3(b) Words showing flare weakening
· Mark scheme: sputter and flickering.
· Text: “…where it continued to sputter and flame… The scarlet light from below was flickering, and then it went out.”
· Why: Both words suggest the light is dying.

Q4 (a–b)
4(a) Repetition of tiny (lines 26–42)
· Mark scheme: Emphasizes how far below / how high up Richard is / his surprise.
· Text: “Tiny cars. Tiny buses… Tiny, tiny people.”
· Why: Stress on smallness = shows Richard’s shock at the height.

4(b) Choice: frightened Richard or unkind Marquis
· Mark scheme: Both acceptable with evidence.
· If frightened Richard → “Richard froze on the ladder… / They swam in and out of focus beneath him.”
· If unkind Marquis → “…said an amused voice above him… / he let go of the rungs… waggled his fingers.”
· Why: Either works; depends on what the student ticks. Must justify with two quotations.


Q5 Richard has difficulty keeping up (lines 43–53)
· Mark scheme:
· “looking for a step (that wasn’t there)”
· “banged his forehead”.
· Text: “Richard stumbled as he reached the last of the steps”
· Why: Shows clumsiness and struggle compared to Marquis.

Q6 Why does Richard rub his eyes? (lines 54–58)
· Mark scheme: He is astonished by what he sees.
· Text: “…then he rubbed his eyes. The door… was the door to the broom cupboard…”
· Why: He can’t believe they ended up back in his building → rubbing eyes = disbelief.

Q7 Unusual events that surprise Richard (whole text)
· Mark scheme possible answers:
· Why: Each of the following shows a strange, impossible event that Richard doesn’t understand.
· Marquis has special equipment → “…took a small metal object… a flare…”
· Flare erupts (seems magical) → “…the far end erupted…”
· Time suddenly changes → “how was it daylight? … it had been almost night…”
· Suddenly high above the ground → “…outside of a very high building (but a few seconds ago he was inside…)”
· Staircase disappears → “…It had no stairs at the back of it, that he could see…”
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