

Direct and Indirect Speech 

Direct speech shows what a person actually says. Example: 
“I will come and see you soon,” said Mary. 



To punctuate direct speech, you should: 
· Open speech marks when someone begins to speak .
· Close speech marks when this person stops speaking. 
· Use a capital letter for the first word someone says. 
· Add punctuation before closing the speech marks. 
· Start a new line when a new person speaks. 
--------------------------------------------------------

Indirect speech describes what a person says without using their actual words. Example: 

Tom said that he was my friend. 

To change direct to indirect speech, you should: 
· Remove speech marks. 
· Change verbs from present to past tense. 
· Change pronouns to reflect the person speaking.


	DIRECT SPEECH 
	INDIRECT SPEECH 

	PRESENT TENSE 

	PRESENT SIMPLE changes into PAST SIMPLE

	They said, “We play football.”
	They said that they played football.

	She said, “I don’t waste time.”
	She said that she didn’t waste time.




	PRESENT PROGRESSIVE changes into PAST PROGRESSIVE

	He said, “I am waiting for someone.”
	He said that he was waiting for someone.

	I said, “She is driving a car.”
	I said that she was driving a car.

	She said, “They are enjoying the music.” 
	She said that they were enjoying the music.

	David said, “I am not going to college.”
	David said that he was not going to the College






	FUTURE TENSE 

	 WILL changes into WOULD

	She said, “I will go to London.”
	She said that she would go to London.

	He said, “I will start a new job.”
	He said that he would start a new job.

	They said to me, “We will help you.” 
	They said that they would help me. 




	PAST TENSE 

	PAST SIMPLE CHANGES INTO PAST PERFECT 

	She said, “I started a job.”
	She said that she had started a job

	He said, “I bought a new car.”
	He said that he had bought a new car.

	He said to me, “You didn’t help me.” 
	He said to me that I had not helped him. 
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He said that the children were
playing outside then.

“The children are playing
outside now.”

Now Then

Thatday  |“I've got a piano lesson today.”| She said that she had got a

Today
piano lesson that day.

“Put the box here.” He told us to put the box
there.

“I shall be very busy this She said she would be very
week.” busy that week.

The following day/
Tomorrow the next day/ the
day after

“I will leave for New York She said that she would leave
tomorrow.” for New York the next day.

The following wee e an anpoinitint Bect She said that she had an
Nextweek | the next week/ the ean wttkl" 1 appointment the following
week after : week.

They said their English teacher

The previous day/ | “Our English teacher quizzed

Yesterday Thesdny before e had qulzzhe(:if ;l::m the day
The previous They told us they had had an

“We had an awful earthquake
last week.”

Last week | week/ The week
before

awful earthquake the
previous week.

Previously/ “The letter came a few days | He said the letter had come a

Before ago. few days before.

“I'm going for a beer with Karl
tonight.”

He said that he was going for a
beer with Karl that night.

Tonight That night
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Direct speech:  “Open the door!”
Reported speech: He ordered me to open the door.

Direct speech: “"Don’t be back late.”
Reported speech: He ordered me not to be back late.

Direct speech:  “Don't lie to me.”

Reported speech: He told me not to lie to him.

Direct speech: 'l think you should leave now.
It's very late.”

Reported speech: She ordered us to leave as it was
very late.

Direct speech: “Turn the music down! I'm trying
to get to sleep.”
Reported speech: He told us to turn the music down
as he was trying to get to sleep.
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4. Questions and answers

Direct Speech
1 John asked her, “Are you coming?” (yes/no
question)

2 John asked, “Where is Mary?” (wh-question)
Indirect Speech

1 John asked if / whether she was coming.
2 John asked where Mary was.

+yes/no questions - use if/whether

‘wh-questions - use the wh-word




